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As we reflect on another remarkable year, I am filled with gratitude for the extraordinary 
generosity of our community. Because of you, hope is a reality for more patients and 

families every day.

Your support has fueled one of the most transformational chapters in Roswell Park’s history. 
Together, we are nearing the successful completion of our Igniting Cancer 
Breakthroughs campaign — a bold investment in the future of cancer research and 
patient care that is already changing lives.

Thanks to your generosity, our state-of-the-art Cell and Gene Therapy Program continues 
to grow. The specialized clean rooms you helped make possible are now operational, 
allowing Roswell Park researchers and clinicians to manufacture life-saving cellular 
therapies right here in Buffalo. Clinical trials are on the horizon that will offer patients new 
treatments that were unimaginable just a few years ago.

But these advancements are more than scientific milestones. They represent mothers, 
fathers, children, friends and neighbors in our community. They represent more patients 
living longer, healthier lives because you chose to invest in what is possible.

While we celebrate how far we’ve come, our work is far from finished. Every breakthrough 
opens the door to the next one. 

On behalf of every person whose life has been changed by your generosity, thank you.

Together, we are proving that when a community believes in the power of science, 
compassion and philanthropy, we can redefine what is possible in the fight against cancer.

With deepest gratitude,

Dr. Candace S. Johnson 
President and CEO 
M&T Bank Presidential Chair in Leadership 
Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center
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I can’t wait to see how this 
incredible community 
continues to grow, advance 
our mission and make an 
even greater impact for 
patients and families.

For nearly 38 years, I had the privilege  
of leading the Roswell Park Alliance 

Foundation. My role gave me an  
opportunity to bring incredibly generous 
people together with brilliant scientists  
and dedicated clinicians, who are excited 
about the promise of their work. 

The result was securing critical resources, allowing new work to move at a 
faster pace and broader scope and achieving tremendous patient impact. 
And may I say with pride, in some cases, not just gaining new knowledge  
but actually saving lives! What can be more fulfilling than that?

I look back with pride on what we have accomplished.

The job itself was the gift, the blessing. Meeting all of you on this journey  
was an incredible second gift. To be surrounded with amazing volunteers, 
donors and coworkers who also carry the mission in their heart. I have  
never lost sight of my incredibly good fortune in life.

At Roswell Park, I saw firsthand that everyone is not given the privilege  
of growing old or seeing retirement. So, while I am sad to step away  
from this organization, I realize what an additional blessing I have been  
given and I am grateful. 

As I turn the page to this next chapter in life, I do so with complete 
confidence in the future of the Roswell Park Alliance Foundation under 
Shawn Kleitz’s leadership along with the dedicated division leaders. 

The mission-driven team I had the privilege of working with for many years — 
Tammy Lightcap, Jenn Hickok, Andrea Gregory, Judith Epstein, Michelle 
Ostrander, Chris Wesley and Kim Sweeney — along with the new energy of 
Jennifer Seth-Cimini ensure me that the Alliance Foundation is in wonderful 
hands. Their steadfast commitment to our mission, their creative approach to 
challenges and their ability to support one another inspired me every day.

I can’t wait to see how this incredible community continues to grow, advance 
our mission and make an even greater impact for patients and families.

Thank you from the bottom of my heart,

Cindy Eller 
Executive Director November 1988 – March 2026 
Roswell Park Alliance Foundation
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Breakthroughs 
begin with you. 

Patients are at  
the heart of   

everything we do  
at Roswell Park.



“Research as a whole matters 
a lot with cancer, because 
one person who dies of 
cancer is one person too 
many. The ultimate goal is 
that people live longer and 
longer, and cancer won’t be 
what takes them too soon. 
Research drives that 
possibility forward.” 
– �Dr. Alex Niu, MD,  

Assistant Professor of Oncology at Roswell Park

A Letter from 
Our Chairman 

I am pleased to have served my third year as Chairman of the 
Roswell Park Alliance Foundation Board at such an exciting time  

in the fight against cancer.  I am reminded of the importance of the 
Alliance Foundation and its many generous donors as we reflect on the 
incredible progress being made. We are so very fortunate to have a 
great staff of dedicated workers at the Alliance Foundation and a 
world-class faculty at Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center. 

The value to all of us living in WNY, and especially to cancer patients 
served by Roswell Park, cannot be overstated.  The National Cancer 
Institute has given Roswell Park an ”Exceptional” rating, the highest 
ranking possible for a comprehensive cancer center, putting it in the  
top 10% of all comprehensive cancer care nationwide!  In addition,  
the American Nurses Credentialing Center recognizes Roswell Park  
for nursing excellence by giving it Magnet® Recognition that only  
about 10 percent of U.S. hospitals have ever achieved.

As a direct result of the generosity of all our donors, Roswell Park now 
also houses what we believe to be one of the most advanced and largest 
cellular therapy development and production facilities in the nation. 
Roswell Park is now at the forefront of cellular therapy development  
and the production of vital cancer therapies. This has enabled Roswell 
Park to attract some of the world’s leading cancer research scientists.

Cancer is very personal to me.  My wife Mary Alice is a two-time survivor 
after successfully completing her second round of treatments for 
lymphoma two years ago. Cellular therapy will likely be a vital future 
treatment option for her and will also be a critical, life-saving treatment for 
many other cancer patients in the future.  We are proud to have recently 
created an Endowed Chair to Support the Advancement of Lymphoma 
Research at Roswell Park and to honor and thank Mary Alice’s doctor, 
Francisco J. Hernandez-Ilizaliturri, MD, for saving her life twice.

Sadly, Cindy Eller, the only Executive Director the Alliance Foundation  
has ever had over its nearly 40-year existence, is retiring.  She has been 
an invaluable leader to whom we owe a great debt of gratitude. I am 
pleased to welcome Shawn Kleitz to our team as our new Executive 
Director.  He comes to us with a wealth of experience and I look forward 
to working with him to continue building on our past successes and 
pursuing new opportunities.

Ross J. Eckert 
Chairman 
Roswell Park Alliance Foundation

We are so very 
fortunate to have 
a great staff of 
dedicated workers 
at the Alliance 
Foundation and a 
world-class faculty 
at Roswell Park 
Comprehensive 
Cancer Center.
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Right now, Roswell Park is positioned to 
be at the forefront of innovative cancer 

care, advancing science and expanding 
treatment options for patients. That wouldn’t 
be possible without donors like you. You are 
accelerating science and creating hope for 
patients who need us most.

There’s tremendous promise in the area of 
CAR T-cell therapy and the opening of  
New York’s first GMP Engineering and Cell 
Manufacturing Facility, which Roswell Park 
completed in Phase 1 of our Igniting Cancer 
Breakthroughs campaign.

With this state-of-the-art facility, we are 
investigating and researching new treatment 
options to translate the success of cell therapy 
in blood cancers to harder-to-treat solid tumor 
cancers. Donations are fueling four clinical 
trials with the ultimate goal of giving patients 
more hope and more time with their loved 
ones. Know that you are an important part of 
our continued progress.

Donations Fund ‘Miracle’ to Four-Year Old

Bryn Ailinger was diagnosed with precursor B-cell 
acute lymphoblastic leukemia at just four years old. 
Her treatment path is one that has been filled with 
pivots. Because her cancer cells harbored a rare and 
aggressive mutation, TCF3-HLH, standard 
chemotherapies and surgeries proved ineffective.

After two unsuccessful pursuits, the Ailinger’s  
doctor presented them with a different option:  
CAR-T Cell Therapy. 

“Our doctor pretty much point-blank told us, if we 
didn’t have this option, she probably would not be 
here right now,” said Erica. “To have that and to 
have access to this treatment, we will promote  
that until we are blue in the face.”

“I look at her, and I see a miracle,” says Meghan 
Higman, MD, PhD, a pediatric oncologist at 
Roswell Park specializing in blood cancers. “That’s 
because this kid five years ago wouldn’t have been 
alive, and now she’s alive, thriving and just, wow.”

Through your gifts to Roswell Park, you’ve given Bryn 
and her family something priceless: hope for the future.
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Fueling Change for Tomorrow’s Patients 

Bryn’s story is one of many, as your donations through  
the Igniting Cancer Breakthroughs campaign are 
currently funding four cutting-edge clinical trials. 

Small Cell Lung and Prostate 
Led by Drs. Renier Brentjens and Edwin Yau

This study will test new CAR T-cells in patients with 
chemotherapy-resistant small cell lung cancer and 
neuroendocrine prostate cancer, which can have  
prognoses of only months. 

Adult and Pediatric Sarcoma 
Led by Drs. Renier Brentjens, Ajay Gupta  
& Joyce Ohm

Treatment options for cancer patients with bone  
sarcomas are limited, and the prognosis is poor.  
This study involves a novel dual-armored,  
dual-targeted strategy to overcome limitations in  
the use of CAR T-cell therapy for sarcoma patients. 

Pancreatic Cancer 
Led by Drs. Brentjens, Anu Krishnamurthy and  
Leonid Cherkassky

This trial will combine targeting of both tumor cells  
and cancer-supporting cells called fibroblasts which  
prevent optimal T-cell function against tumor cells.

Ovarian Cancer 
Led by Drs. Marco Davila and Emese Zsiros

This trial is testing a new form of cell therapy for  
patients with platinum-resistant ovarian cancer,  
which has no cure and minimal treatment options. 

You are accelerating science 

and creating hope for 

patients who need us most.

Dr. Brentjens

Dr. Krishnamurthy

Dr. Gupta

Dr. Davila

Dr. Yau

Dr. Cherkassky

Dr. Ohm

Dr. Zsiros

Bryn Ailinger

Igniting Cancer Breakthroughs | 
The Next Chapter 



W hen Bill Doughtery retired two years ago and moved from Rochester to Buffalo, 
his goal was simple: Spend more time with his grandkids. What he didn’t expect 

was that back pain would lead to a diagnosis that would change everything: acute b-cell 
lymphoma and smoldering multiple myeloma. Since that time, he’s undergone both 
chemotherapy and radiation, as well as Bacillus Calmette-Guérin therapy for his bladder.  

“Unfortunately, I missed a lot of [my grandkid’s] activities — hockey, baseball, everything 
they’re into. It ’s not what we planned for retirement. I guess that’s the old story,” he said. 

In March 2026, Bill transitioned to a new type of therapy, ideal for where he was his in 
his treatment journey, and it ’s all thanks to the support of donors like you. 

About Adaptive Radiation Therapy

Adaptive Radiation Therapy is a type of external beam radiation therapy that use an 
innovative new machine called Ethos™, created by Varian Medical Systems and funded 
by donor dollars. The new technology uses artificial intelligence software to assess the 
status, shape, size and position of a tumor and nearby organs, allowing technicians to 
home in on the tumor and deliver more precise radiation. Oncologists can personalize 
doses to each individual patient while better sparing surrounding tissue and organs. 

The best part? There’s no inconvenience or change for the patient. 

Tara Tyson, PhD, MS, BS, medical physicist at Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer 
Center, says Adaptive Radiation Therapy is making it possible to bring about more 
personalized treatment. 

“The fact that we can bring this level of technology to Buffalo, NY, to treat our patients at 
the highest level — this is the future, and this is really where radiation medicine is going,” 
Dr. Tyson said. 

This innovative new technology is not just a nice-to-have for Bill, but a vital 
breakthrough that’s giving him real hope for his future. With only one kidney, Bill has to 
be very careful with his treatments. 

“This really was, in a way, a lifesaver for me — to get my life back to doing what I want to 
do, without any more damage to my kidney. It means everything to me,” Bill said. 

Looking Toward a Brighter Future

As for what’s next, Bill says he can’t wait to spend time with his grandchildren. That 
means watching 10-year-old Landon play baseball and hockey, cheering on nine-year-
old Aubrielle as she does flips and roots for the home team and witnessing six-year-old 
Regan dance her heart out. They recently celebrated the birthdays of their two youngest 
grandkids, Caleb, 3, and Cora, 1. 

Bill will remain closely monitored by his oncologists, but he and Chris, his wife,  
have already traveled to Las Vegas to visit his other two grandchildren, RJ, 16,  
and Emma. They’re looking forward to really making the most out of retirement. 

As Bill makes his way through final treatments, he holds gratitude for everyone who has 
made Adaptive Radiation Therapy possible. 	

“You never know where your donations go, but this? This is something that directly 
helped me. Adaptive Radiation Therapy made me more comfortable in wanting to 
support events and fundraisers, because I can see the results,” he said. 

This is the future, 
and where radiation 
medicine is going.
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The Future of Radiation is Here — 
Because of You! 



For 75-year-old Anthony Universal, his family and faith are what matters 
most, especially during his journey with extrahepatic cholangiocarcinoma 

and renal cell carcinoma, two aggressive forms of cancer. Faced with the 
prospect of an 11-hour surgery, Anthony and his wife, Donna, turned to 
Roswell Park after a stay at another local hospital. Concerned that Anthony 
might not be strong enough to withstand the surgery, the pair was connected 
to Roswell Park’s donor-funded Older Adult Oncology Program.

Anthony’s Journey at Roswell Park

Headed by Desi Carozza, MD, FAAHPM, HEC-C, triple board-certified in 
internal medicine, geriatrics and palliative medicine, the Older Adult Oncology 
Program provides specialized services for older adults going through cancer 
treatment. These services meet older patients where they are, recognizing 
their vulnerability and unique needs. 

“It was a complete change of attitude for both of us,” Donna recalls. “We were 
so stressed out before because we weren’t getting anywhere. And when we 
came here to Roswell, every person was terrific. Dr. Carozza was so down to 
earth and real. She didn’t use a lot of terms that we didn’t understand. And 
they gave Tony a lot of attention and told us what to expect ahead of time.” 

Dr. Carozza’s team also worked in conjunction with Anthony’s surgeon, Dr. 
Dhir, to ensure Anthony received the best care possible. For Anthony, that 
meant the understanding that his faith and family mattered.

“In the pre-op room, my oldest son was in there at the time. Dr. Dhir 
came in, and he prayed with us right there before the surgery.  
You got a guy who’s a top surgeon and God’s helping him. It’s the  
best combination that I could have. At that point, I needed a strong 
person like that to pull me out of this,” Anthony says.

Individualized Care, Kindness and What Matters Most

The donor-funded program was launched three years ago and has since 
expanded. Thanks to generous donor support, Michele Prior, MSN, AMB-BC, 
and Sarah Huss, GERO-BC, have joined the team, increasing capacity to care 
for older adults. This is important considering that the average life expectancy 
for people is increasing, with more people living into their 80s or 90s. The 
average onset of many common cancers is 65 and up, making this program 
more relevant than ever.

“As we push the boundaries for people aging, we will have more patients with 
cancer,” Dr. Carozza says. “Aging is a universal process that affects each 
person differently and we need to meet the needs of each unique person.”

Above all, the program prioritizes individualized care and kindness, ensuring 
that all older adults have a voice and an advocate. None of this would be 
possible without the support of donors like you. 
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The program prioritizes individualized 
care and kindness, ensuring that all older 

adults have a voice and an advocate.

You’re bringing  
individualized care  
to patients like Anthony!



Meaningful change happens when people 
come together around a shared purpose.

These partnerships are more than philanthropy. Our corporate supporters share 
their expertise, resources and networks to help expand our reach, strengthen our 
programs and accelerate progress in cancer research and care.

Buffalo Sabres
On and off the ice, the Buffalo Sabres make a difference every day — from visiting 
patients to spread cheer to using their platform to raise awareness. Through several 
annual events including Catwalk for Charity, Bald for Bucks, and Hockey Fights Cancer, 
the partnership raised more than $250,000. 

Batavia Downs
Between the Night at the Races promotion, a meat raffle and an ongoing specialty drink, 
Batavia Downs showed year-long support of Roswell Park. This year, their support of our 
the Igniting Cancer Breakthroughs campaign surpassed $60,000 to date! 

Big WECK Buffalo 
During the Erie County Fair, Big WECK Buffalo used their presence to raise almost 
$15,000 to support the programs of the Department of Indigenous Cancer Health and 
prostate cancer research. 

Broadview Federal Credit Union
Broadview’s “Playoffs with a Purpose” campaign turned football playoffs into meaningful 
community support. Broadview donated for each playoff round and an additional 
donation according to their margin of victory. All-in, Broadview donated $21,500 to 
Roswell Park.

Buffalo Bills Alumni Foundation 
A $50,000 grant for prostate cancer research from the Buffalo Bills Alumni 
Foundation inspired an anonymous donor to match that gift! This is a perfect 
example of the “City of Good Neighbors” at work. 

Crosby-Reid’s & Coca-Cola
If you gassed up your car or purchased a special meal deal in May 2025,  
you supported Dr. Gyorgy Paragh’s work in skin cancer care and research.  
Overall, the initiative has raised over $100,000 toward Dr. Paragh’s skin cancer 
research. Talk about fueling science!

Genentech
Dr. Elizabeth Bouchard and Dr. Elisa Rodriguez are expanding community outreach, 
education and engagement, thanks in part to a generous grant from Genentech.

General Motors
To help expose local high schoolers to potential STEAM career paths, GM sponsored 
the STEAM Learning & Career Perspectives Program for Future Innovators, 
which welcomes students to the Roswell Park Campus for a panel discussion and 
guided tours of Roswell Park facilities.

Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield Blue Fund
Roswell Park received a grant to support a patient navigation program to 
empower families, who have children with chronic illnesses, like sickle cell  
and other blood disorders, to keep their child as healthy as possible.  

Hyundai Hope on Wheels
For the 9th year, received a Hyundai Hope on Wheels Impact Grant.  
This year’s grant supported Dr. Lisa Niswander’s work to advance  
immunotherapy for patients with infant acute lymphoblastic leukemia. 

Lilly
Dr. Rodney Haring developed lung cancer education modules that braid 
Indigenous Knowledge with Western medicine. Thanks to a grant from Lilly,  
Dr. Haring and his team can share the lifesaving resources with partners across the 
U.S. and Canada. 

Moe’s 
Every family meal kit purchased during the Buffalo Sabres season meant a  
$5 donation to Roswell Park. This season, that totaled nearly $10,000!

Saving Some (More) Butts
Lindsay Riggs, a young adult colon cancer survivor and social media influencer, 
mobilized her online network to spread awareness about young adult cancer  
and rallied dozens of local businesses to join her in a month-long cause marketing 
campaign. Together, the “Saving Butts” initiative raised more than $15,000 for  
colon cancer awareness!
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Watching Partnership  
Power Progress

Our corporate supporters help expand our 
reach, strengthen our programs and accelerate 
progress in cancer research and care.



While researchers have made incredible progress in 
developing and implementing new therapies for 

common cancers, there are still complex, aggressive 
cancers and rare tumors for which little progress has been 
made. That’s why novel research, and your support of it, 
matters so much. Every breakthrough in cancer research 
starts as a simple idea. From there, seed funding helps it 
advance. 

Spearheaded by Mukund Seshadri, DDS, PhD, and Kirsten 
Moysich, PhD, Roswell Park’s Scientific Advisory Committee 
(SAC) identifies the most promising research initiatives at 
Roswell Park to be funded by community donations. 

“These SAC grants ensure that Roswell Park faculty receive 
valuable seed funding to develop their exciting and 
innovative early-stage ideas. Importantly, this funding allows 
them to generate critical evidence in support of their ideas 
before pursuing federal grants,” Dr. Seshadri said. 

Donations make it possible to move transformative research 
forward that otherwise wouldn’t have gotten off the ground.  

Here are the latest SAC grants awarded during 2025 – 2026.

“Development of Targeted Therapy for Ewing Sarcoma”  
led by Katerina Gurova, MD, PhD
Ewing sarcoma is an aggressive cancer that affects children and young adults  
ages 5 – 30 and requires heavy chemotherapy and radiation. Treatment can cause 
long-term side effects, and surgery for tumors in the hands and legs may require 
amputation. There is currently no targeted therapy or established drug to treat Ewing 
sarcoma. This study seeks to take our understanding of the oncogene that causes 
Ewing sarcoma and develop an inhibitor to prevent it from creating the protein that 
drives tumor growth. This would generate the research needed to secure federal 
funding and, if successful, the first targeted treatment for Ewing sarcoma.

“The Role of KMT2D in Bladder Cancer Biology and Treatment Response”   
led by Qiang Li, MD, PhD
As chemo-immunotherapy has become the standard first-line treatment for advanced 
bladder cancer, it is critical to understand how the loss of a gene called KMT2D, which 
normally keeps cell growth under control, impacts bladder cancer biology and treatment 
responses to chemo-immunotherapy. This project will define how KMT2D loss alters the 
epigenetic and transcriptional landscape, promotes subtype heterogeneity and 
modulates response to chemotherapy and immunotherapy.

“Using Exercise to Improve Immunotherapy Responses in Lung Cancer”  
led by AJ Robert McGray, PhD, and Andrew Ray, PT, PhD
Using immune checkpoint inhibitors improves survival rates for lung cancer patients,  
but results don’t last. This study will explore the role of exercise in improving the effects  
of FR-B T cell therapy in lung cancer. Exercise is a low-risk intervention that regulates 
systemic metabolism, reduces tumor hypoxia, improves perfusion and reshapes the tumor 
microenvironment. It has been shown to improve immunotherapy responses in multiple 
cancers and to slow progression in preclinical studies of lung cancer. 

“Exploring the Roles of the HNF1A/A1CF-Axis in Post-Transcriptional Gene Regulation 
and Metastasis in Pancreatic Ductal Adenocarcinoma” led by Ethan Abel, PhD
Pancreatic cancer is known to metastasize at an aggressive pace, overwhelming vital 
organs and ultimately leading to death. This study will explore how two poorly understood 
proteins — HNF1A and A1CF — coordinate gene expression to drive metastasis and other 
facets of pancreatic cancer, with the goal of identifying new therapeutic targets that can 
prevent or restrain metastatic disease.

Other SAC grants awarded: 

“DNA Replication Timing Heterogeneity as a Biomarker in Pediatric Leukemia”  
led by Amnon Koren, PhD

“Enhancing T Cell Immunotherapy Blinatumomab with Menin Inhibitor Co-Therapy  
for Infant ALL” lead by Lisa Niswander, MD, PhD

“Developing a Novel Weight-Loss Intervention to Help Treat Kidney Cancer Patients” 
led by Eric Kauffman, MD

“Using Advanced Skin Imaging to Avoid Unnecessary Surgery and Safely Monitor 
Treatment Response in Common Basal Cell Skin Cancer”  
led by Gyorgy Paragh, MD, PhD
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Here’s how SAC,  
fueled by donations, 
works. 
	� SAC opens opportunity for  

grant submissions.

�	� Roswell Park researchers  
submit research proposals,  
each one looking to investigate  
a new idea that will address 
novel ways to diagnose,  
treat or prevent cancer.

	� An objective committee of  
their peers convenes to review 
and grade applications.

	� After a thorough, competitive 
and rigorous process, SAC 
recommends grant recipients 
to the Alliance Foundation 
Board for funding.

1 
2     
3  
4

New Research Studies 
Take Flight at Roswell Park 

Dr. Gurova

Dr. Li

Dr. McGray Dr. Ray

Dr. Abel

Dr. Koren

Dr. Niswander

Dr. Kauffman

Dr. Paragh

SAC grants ensure 
that Roswell Park 
faculty receive 
valuable seed 
funding to develop 
their exciting 
and innovative 
early-stage ideas.



Roswell Park is the only organization in Western New York doing 
childhood cancer research. Donations to the Courage of Carly 

Fund support that research and pave the way for less invasive, more 
effective treatment options for generations to come. But that’s not all. 

Courage of Carly also creates memories, support and special 
moments for children battling cancer and blood disorders and their 
families. This was the vision of the organization’s founder, Carly Collard 
Cottone, who was diagnosed with brain cancer at just eight years old. 

Courage of Carly provides more than 35 event opportunities for 
pediatric patients and their families annually. Some examples include 
Teen Prom, Hockey Fights Cancer, One Gold and Trunk or Treat.

Celebrating Carly’s 35th Birthday

Carly would’ve been 35 in March 2026. To honor her birthday, Chuck 
Collard (the co-founder of Courage of Carly) and Megan Crawford 
(Roswell Park’s Pediatric and Young Adult Program Manager) were 
interviewed on different platforms across Western New York raising 
awareness and funds for Courage of Carly. 

Fighting for the Children 
of Today and Tomorrow

Donations to the Courage of Carly Fund 
support research and pave the way for 
less invasive, more effective treatment 
options for generations to come.
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Why Gene and Judy Bradbury Remember Roswell

When Gene Bradbury was diagnosed with multiple myeloma, he and his 
wife, Judy, feared the worst. Everything they read estimated that he’d 
have around three years to live. But then they went to Roswell Park. 
There, they learned that Gene had options, including a novel treatment 
that wasn’t available anywhere else. 

“It really led me to not only being able to survive but to live a very full 
life. Here we are — 15 years later,” he said.

In 2022, the couple once again returned to Roswell Park where they 
learned their daughter had acute promyelocytic leukemia, a rare, 
aggressive form of cancer. She received exceptional care and is 
flourishing four years later.

For Gene and Judy, those extra years planted a seed of gratitude 
that continues to grow today. It ’s the reason the couple has 
decided to become part of the Dr. Roswell Park Legacy Society. 
They connected to the care they received, and the way it was 
given, during two of the most challenging times in the family’s life. 
Remembering Roswell is their way of honoring that connection 
and bringing hope to the next generation. 

“Gift giving is a way to pay forward and a way to give back. It ’s a 
way to feel like you’re part of something bigger than yourself, in a 
way that will help others,” Judy said. “Every day when I get up and 
my husband is thriving and our daughter is thriving, there’s always 
in my heart a ‘thank you’ to Roswell.”

Scan here  
to learn more about  
the Dr. Roswell Park  

Legacy Society

“I think Roswell Park is a big 

bright spot in our community… 

It’s giving me the opportunity 

to watch my 11-year-old twins 

graduate high school. The fact 

that I have these opportunities 

– I don’t take them for granted.”
- �Mercedes Wilson,  

breast cancer patient 

Read Why These Dr. Roswell Park 
Society Members Give Back

“You pay it forward, 
because your loved ones 
fought the good fight. 
Now it’s your turn to 
pick it up for them.”

— �Dr. Roswell Park Legacy Society Member, 
Edith Peskir

“I think about our legacy 
a lot, and the big thought 
that comes to my mind is 
that when I get to the end 
of my road, I want to know 
that I gave it my all. I think 
about just smiling and 
saying ‘I did it,’ and we left 
something behind, and it’s 
going to make a difference.” 

— �Dr. Roswell Park Legacy Society Member, 
Terry Bourgeois

“If my contribution can help 
one doctor find one thing that 
saves one patient, it’s worth it. 
And hopefully, it’ll save 
hundreds or thousands 
of patients.”

— �Dr. Roswell Park Legacy Society Member, 
Christine Clement
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A Legacy Built on  
Gratitude



T he 2025 Ride for Roswell, presented by 
West Herr Automotive Group, was a 

milestone event in two meaningful ways: 
celebrating 30 years of impact and raising more 
than $6 million for the first time. 

Fundraisers had nine routes to choose from, 
ranging from four to 100 miles. Throughout Ride 
Weekend, there were new ways to honor patients, 
survivors and those we’ve lost, including a life-size 
history wall and an elevated station for the Victory 
Bell.

The record-breaking total of $6.2 million brought the 
event’s overall fundraising to more than $86 million 
since 1996. Those funds have fueled cutting edge 
cancer research, clinical trials and quality-of-life 
programs. 

The two-day event, encompassing Celebration of 
Hope on Friday and Ride Day on Saturday, was filled 
with reflection, energy and a collective passion in 
the fight against cancer. 

We ride with 
a mission to 
end cancer.
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2025 Ride for Roswell Torch Lighter: Mitch Flynn  
We gather at Ride for Roswell every year to stand in solidarity 
with patients, celebrate survivors and remember those we’ve 
lost. But, at the forefront, we ride with a mission to end 
cancer. The torch has become the symbol of hope during 
Ride Weekend. It represents the courage and strength of 
patients and the community’s collective drive to continue to 
fight for cancer cures.

While the torch symbolizes hope and the desire for a 
brighter tomorrow, it can mean something different to the 
thousands of people in the Ride Community.

To recognize the 30th anniversary, Ride for Roswell 
Founder Mitch Flynn lit the torch at Celebration of Hope 
on behalf of the entire Ride Community.

“I love the idea of the torch and all that it stands for — 
hope for everyone who’s going through or gone 
through a cancer experience, the passion behind 
research at Roswell, and the way it captures the 
life-changing spirit of the Ride,” explained Mitch. “I was 
honored and humbled to play this part in one of the 
Ride’s most powerful moments.”

Ride for Roswell  
Celebrates 30 Years

Here are some of the highlights: 

	� Over 7,000 fundraisers rode  
in the 30th annual Ride for Roswell.

	� More than 1,000 of those riders 
identify as patients or survivors.

	 �775 teams joined the cause,  
with sizes ranging from two to 100 people.

> 
> 
>



T he 2025 Empire State Ride, presented by Timberbuilt and Port X 
Logistics, brought us closer than ever to our mission to end cancer. 

Collectively, 230+ riders raised $2 million for innovative cancer research at 
Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center (impacting care across the 
globe!), with every rider raising at least $3,500 and inspiring us all. Over 
the last 11 years, Empire State Ride has raised more than $12 million, 
bringing hope to cancer patients everywhere!

The adventure starts at Wagner College on Staten Island with riders 
traveling across New York State over seven days and 500+ miles. They 
cross the finish line together on Old Falls Street in Niagara Falls together, 
greeted by a crowd cheering them on!

Some Empire State Riders chose to tackle their 500+ miles as part of the 
500+ Mile Hometown Challenge. One rider, Jay Warren, took that 
challenge to the next level and rode 2,800 miles across the United States 
with his wife, Tammy, as SAG support. 

We also introduced the Dr. David Brown Spirit Award in 2025, a moving 
tribute to the late Dr. David Brown, a passionate and tireless advocate in 
the fight to end cancer. This year recognized Martiza Torres-Rivera who has 
raised more than $30,000 for cancer research through Empire State Ride.  
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500+ miles.
One Mission.
End Cancer.

Empire State Ride  
Inspires Hope

Here’s a look ESR  
by the numbers!

212 Weeklong Riders,  

21 Custom Riders and  

22 Hometown Challenge Riders

Oldest rider - 76
Youngest rider – 18
11,200 pounds of ice,  

80 pounds of peanut butter,  

500 lbs of bananas 

40 watermelons

8,000 electrolyte packets 

33,328 photos taken

46 cancer patients or survivors

Riders from 27 states plus the  

Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico

108 first-time riders

Donations from all 50 states  

and 24 countries

10,250+ donations leading  

to $2 million raised 

>  
>
>
>  
>
>
>
>
> 
>
> 
>

PRESENTED BY



2026 was IceCycle’s biggest year yet in both number of participants and 
dollars raised. More than 1,500 fundraisers took part in the two-day event 

held on March 6 and 7. 

IceCycle, led by founder Bill Loecher, is a uniquely Buffalo event, where 
participants cycle on the ice in 45-minute sessions led by local fitness studios. 
Each rider must raise at least $200 to participate. This year’s event, presented 
by Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield and West Herr Automotive Group, 
included three themed rides: 

• Returning: In Our Swiftie Era 
• New: Glow Ride ft. Kodat’s MawshFit Experience 
• New: Patient & Survivor Hope Ride

“At this event, we’re not only standing in solidarity with patients and 
survivors, but we’re truly paving the way for new treatments and programs 
for people facing a cancer diagnosis. That’s because of the incredible 
funds raised by our dedicated participants,” said Mackenzie Giancarlo, 
IceCycle Director. “Every year, we are moved by the passion, commitment 
and energy the Western New York community brings to this event.”

Participants were reminded of the mission in many ways throughout the 
weekend, including two Victory Bells on the ice, where patients and 
survivors were able to celebrate milestones in their cancer journeys.

More than 150 community members also took part in Fitness Off the Ice, 
which is a series of 30-minute exercise classes indoors at RiverWorks 
that also benefit Roswell Park.

“This was a record-breaking IceCycle in two ways: number of 
participants and funds raised. I am so proud to be a part of this event that 
genuinely makes a difference for cancer patients.” said Bill Loecher, 
IceCycle Founder. “This event would not be possible without our amazing 
community partners, devoted volunteers and, of course, the studios and 
instructors who come back stronger each year. IceCycle is a testament to 
the impact we can make when we all come together for a good cause.”

Since its first event in 2021, the IceCycle community has raised more than 
$3.5 million for cancer research and patient care programs at Roswell 
Park. IceCycle will return on February 26 and 27, 2027. 
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We’re not only 
standing in solidarity 

with patients and 
survivors, but we’re 

truly paving the way 
for new treatments 

and programs for 
people facing a 

cancer diagnosis.

Sixth Annual IceCycle
Raises More than $920,000

PRESENTED BY



T he 2025 All Star Night Presents Roswell Rocks Cancer struck a 
powerful chord, reimagining the traditional gala into an unforgettable 

evening of inspiration, celebration and impact. Thanks to the vision and 
leadership of event co-chairs Mike and Kiersten Lawley and Dave Pietrowski, 
the event brought fresh energy to a beloved tradition while keeping Roswell 
Park’s mission at its heart.

From moving patient stories that reminded guests why they give, to 
meaningful awards recognizing Cindy Eller’s 38-year career and Dr. Kara 
Kelly’s national leadership in pediatric cancer research and care, every 
moment reflected the strength of the Roswell Park community. 

The evening ended with a musical performance that had guests on their feet, 
creating an atmosphere that was equal parts heartfelt and unforgettable.

Most importantly, the generosity of sponsors, donors and attendees resulted 
in a record-breaking $1.1 million raised to support Roswell Park.

Empire State Ride Long Island returned for 
its fifth year last June, bringing together more 

than 400 people in the scenic town of Oyster Bay. 
Endurance cyclists and families alike chose from 
one of four routes through beautiful beaches, 
North Shore estates and historic destinations 
downstate. Riders raised an incredible $120,000 
for cancer research at Roswell Park and to 
support cancer patients at Catholic Health 
Cancer Institutes.

Founded by Long Island native, Steve Mars,  
the event has raised $528,962 since its inception. 
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Roswell Rocks Cancer
Hits All the Right Notes

The reimagined event brought 
fresh energy to a beloved 
tradition while keeping Roswell 
Park’s mission at its heart.

Empire State Ride Long Island
Steps Up Downstate

Funds raised support cancer 
patients at Catholic Health 
Cancer Institutes and drive 
clinical trials at Roswell Park.



Schools across Western New York rallied together during the 2025-2026 school year to drive the 
mission to end cancer forward. About 39 schools, including hundreds of students, teachers and 

staff members, raised critical funds for cancer research and patient care programs at Roswell Park 
through Schools Against Cancer. This unique program, which includes Bald for Bucks, allows 
kids from elementary school to college to make a real difference for cancer patients everywhere,  
in a way that works best for them. Collectively, participating schools raised $238,442 for the cause! 

Check out these incredible fundraisers: 

Cataract Elementary School raised more than $20,000 as part of their “Dimes for 
Dominic” fundraiser, honoring the son of a fellow teacher who was diagnosed with cancer. 
Dominic lost his life this spring, but his kindness and compassion live on.

Starpoint’s Locked In to Lock Out Cancer returned for another year, with students locked  
in the school overnight to raise an impressive $18,000 for cancer research and patient care 
programs. Since 2013, they’ve raised more than $200,000 for the mission!

The students at Clarence Academy of Business and Finance rallied together to host a  
virtual auction that raised $15,000 for Roswell Park! 

North Collins Elementary School once again claimed the title for top Bald for Bucks 
school, with students cutting, styling and shaving their hair to raise an incredible $35,732!  
In second was Lake Shore with $20,223.56 raised, followed by Nichols School with 
$16,928. Thank you to all schools that participated!

New this year, John A. Sciole Elementary School hosted a “dance-a-thon” where  
kids showed off their favorite dance moves to raise funds for cancer research —  
a unique fundraiser that was full of fun! 
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Bald for Bucks set a new record this March 
by raising an incredible $127,224 alongside 
the Buffalo Sabres. This long-standing 
partnership rallied the community with a 
limited-edition Bald for Bucks and Sabres 
T-shirt. On March 28, Dan Dunleavy, Marty 
Biron and Roswell Park’s very own Dr. Alex 
Niu, MD, shaved their heads on live 
television to mark the occasion and stand in 
solidarity with cancer patients everywhere. 
Marty shocked the audience by donning a 
bowl cut just before going Bald!

“I’m in a unique position 
where I treat patients, and 
that treatment is the reason 
why a lot of patients don’t 
have hair. Whenever they 
get a wig, you can see it 
gives them back that little 
sense of who they are. So I 
said, ‘All right, I can do that. 
Let’s donate my hair.’” 

– �Dr. Alex Niu, MD, Assistant Professor 
of Oncology at Roswell Park

Students across Western New York 
Stand Up for Cancer 
Patients Everywhere!

Marty Biron going Bald



T he 11 Day Power Play once again proved the incredible power of Western New 
York’s hockey community. Over 11 unforgettable days, nearly 3,000 players laced 

up their skates, joined by thousands of volunteers, families and fans, to turn a passion 
for hockey into hope for those facing cancer. 

The 11 Day Power Play, Inc. raised more than $1.6 million, pushing the organization’s 
lifetime fundraising total past $13 million and continuing its mission to “Put Cancer 
on Ice.”

For Roswell Park, the impact of these funds extends far beyond the rink.  
Dollars raised:

1. �Fuel groundbreaking cancer research in The 11 Day Power Play 
Immunotherapy Labs

2. �Support innovative team science with The 11 Day Power Play Team Science 
Award 

Every shift played, every goal scored and every dollar donated helps accelerate the 
fight against cancer. 

The largest Team Roswell community event, Roswell Park is proud to be the primary 
beneficiary of the funds raised by The 11 Day Power Play, Inc.
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Every shift played, 
every goal scored and 
every dollar donated 
helps accelerate 
the fight against cancer.

Putting Cancer on Ice, 
Fueling Hope Year-Round



T he Roswell Park Alliance Foundation’s Team Roswell brought supporters 
throughout Western New York together in 2025-2026 with a shared  

commitment to creating a world without cancer.  Through community-driven 
fundraisers, both large and small, Team Roswell inspired people to take  
action in support of lifesaving cancer research and patient care.  
Together, Team Roswell raised $1.8 million. 

Top Team Roswell Fundraisers in 2025-2026:
Wanakah 100 Holes of Golf ($257,727)
Over 30 golfers played 100 holes of golf one day in June, while raising  
critical funds to support Roswell Park’s Courage of Carly Fund.

A Taste for Life ($56,000)
Held since 2011, A Taste for Life offered an evening of mingling, 
food and beverage vendors, and auctions.  Funds for the event support  
lung cancer research happening at Roswell Park.

Hockey Mom Foundation Golf Tournament ($25,000)
2025 marked a decade of teeing up for a cause that matters as participants gathered 
at Glen Oak Golf Club for a day of golf and fundraising for the mission to end cancer. 
Recent funding from the Hockey Moms Foundation has fueled CAR T-cell therapy 
research, including a recent clinical trial on adult and pediatric sarcoma. 

Vullo Boys Walk for a Cure ($22,000)
On June 22, 2025, Charlie (age 13) and Preston (age 10), with the help of their parents, 
hosted a bake sale, basket raffle and walk to raise funds for Roswell Park. This was 
their seventh annual event, raising over $140,000 since the walk’s inception.

Check out these other noteworthy events!
Saddle Up ($18,893.67)
Saddle Up celebrated its 20th anniversary in 2025. The annual horse show  
provides riders with the opportunity to raise critical funds for cancer research  
and patient care at Roswell Park. 

Ski4aCure ($14,000)
Members of the Ski Club of Lockport (SCOL) welcomed snow sport  
enthusiasts to Holimont Ski Resort in Ellicottville. The day included games,  
basket raffles and, of course, plenty of skiing!

Bridget’s Battle Band Jam ($5,251)
Named in memory of Bridget Matuszak Harvey Schuh, this event showcases  
local musicians while raising funds for Roswell Park’s Angel Fund. Since its 
inception in 2010, Bridget’s Battle Band Jam has raised over $80,000.
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Roswell Park Alliance Foundation

Team Roswell
Champions for Cancer Cures

These community 
events prove that you 

can take a passion 
and turn it into 

meaningful support 
for a cause that 

matters most to you!
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Fiscal Year 2025-26 
Financial Information

FISCAL YEAR 2025-26 
TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS

$34,27 7,278
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The Roswell Park Alliance Foundation is proud to receive an unmodified 
audit opinion on our 2025-26 fiscal year audited financial statements.   
A full financial statement is available by scanning the QR code or contacting 
Vice President of Finance and Operations Tammy Lightcap at 716-845-8033 or 
tammy.lightcap@roswellpark.org.

n Special Events

n Individual Major Gifts
n Planned Gifts

n Foundations
n Annual Fund/Direct Mail

n Corporate Partnerships

Special Events
$12,525,658

Individual  
Major Gifts

$9,887,185

Planned Gifts
$2,805,405

Foundations
$2,682,035

 Annual Fund/ 
Direct Mail

$2,523,539 

Corporate 
Partnerships

$3,853,455 
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The Roswell Park Alliance Foundation has received the ranking of 4 out of 4 stars from Charity Navigator, America’s largest independent charity evaluator. 

This is the eighth consecutive year that the Alliance Foundation has earned Charity Navigator’s highest possible rating.


